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Kits House continues to strengthen and grow
Vancouver’'s Westside. We continue to see
incremental and strong growth across our programs
and services, plus good innovation.

We have expanded our drop-in programs for the
under fives including a partnership with the Family
Place in the development of Arbutus. Our men’s
groups continue to be popular, especially at UBC, and
our Better at Home program has launched the 55+
group expanding our services to a wider group of
seniors. The summer program is now an annual
fixture following a niche format.

Our place is a popular location for community
meetings, weddings and many community events.
Autumn Fair was so popular we are looking to treble
its size this year.

The community meals on Thursday evenings have
been well received and our Monthly pot-lucks is a
great place to be for fun, food and friendly activities.
Our staff have been involved in experiential around
colonization and are working on ways to make the
Neighbourhood House more inclusive.

Tennyson daycare building is well underway and the
house is gearing up for opening in the middle of next
year. This year the board and staff held a community
asset exercise during Neighbourhood House Week
and we are looking forward to building on this to
expand our community development and activities.

Angela Low Allen Smith
Board Chair Executive Director

SideNote

Our co-chair Angela is leaving us this year
and we will miss her strong leadership and
sense of involved community! Thank you
also for the commitment to teamwork.

Our ever hard-working Board Secretary also
leaves us this term and we really want to
acknowledge her for stepping up to be the
secretary and her solid approach to board
work.

"What a privilege it is to have served on the board
for 4 years. | am very proud of the contributions
Kitshouse has made in building capacity and
promoting relationships in this community. The
best part, however, has been working with such a
wonderful group of board members, volunteers
and staff who inspire me with their wisdom,
warmth, and dedication- | will miss you all!"

- Angela

"After five years | am pleased to have worked with
the community and other volunteers and staff at
Kits House. It does a lot for the community and It

is through their hard work and dedication that
makes it the place that it is." - Christina
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Kits House to probe com!_nunity’s changing cultural diversity

By JANET SMITH

Kitsilano Neighborhood House wants to
take a snapshot of the community.

But its staff and volunteers won't be tot-
ing around s in the ing ths.
The organization has applied for three job-
creation employees to survey the needs of a
rapidly-changing neighborhood.

“We want information from the commu-
nity, so we'll be at your doors and out in the
community doing face-to-face interviews,”
says Kathryn Sutherland, program coordina-
tor at the neighborhood house. “We need to
know if people, especially newcomers, know
we're here. There's a strong sense of com-
mitment that we will change to meet their
needs.”

This is Multicultural Week, and painting
a precise picture of the diverse ethnic groups
that now make up Kitsilano is the main
focus of the new project. The initiative came
from the United Way-sponsored Agency
Access Development Program.

Kits Neighborhood House, with its
homey headquarters at 2325 West 7th and its
Hall next door, has always been a welcom-
ing spot for newcomers. In the 1930s,
Alexandra House in Kitsilano was the first
neighborhood house, largely aimed at help-
ing new immigrants to settle. Since then,
with a transfer of services to Kits House 20
years ago, the programs have offered parent-
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ing prog teen | p training, hous-
ing listings and community kitchen activi-
ties. The house’s lobby always has a fresh
pot of coffee brewing, and a warm fire to
invite in newcomers, but staff realize the
face of Kitsilano is changing and there may
be some people they aren’t reaching.

They know from statistics at local high
schools that the number of English As a
Second Language students is increasing
rapidly, and there has been a request from a
community school for Kits House to start
offering such ESL programming. In their
day-to-day activities, the House has seen a
lot more two-parent families from out of the
country who have one parent attending
UBC. The Greek community is still strong in
Kitsilano, and the house already hosts a
Greek Women's Recreational Group
Monday evenings. Adding to the mix are
people who have immigrated from within
Canada - from Saskatchewan or Ontario.

“The diversity of this neighborhood is
phenomenal, and the most wonderful thing is
it works,” says Bernic Monaghan, a volun-
teer who sits on Kits House's Multicultural
Organizational Change Ci i

Programs to meet the needs of such
diverse ethnic groups might include a racism
program, further language courses, or a
meeting group for people new to Kits from
castern Canada. The survey will ask the
community to make such suggestions.

Along with track-
ing the cultural
make-up of the com-
munity, Kits House
researchers are trying
to reach other diverse
groups in the com-
munity. Sutherland
points to the array of
teenagers, university
students, young
working adults, and
seniors who also live
in the neighborhood.
There are increasing
numbers of panhan-
dlers and street peo-
ple becoming visible
in Kitsilano. The
community is also
said to have the sec-
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ond-highest concen-  gathryn Sutherland and Bernie Monaghan (left) are

tration of the city's
gay population. And

helping put together a new community survey on multi-

the Neighborhood ~Culturalism for Kits Neighborhood House.

House already recognizes the number of
families: its parenting program has a waiting
list.

At the same time, Kits House is going to
use the outreach to let people know about
the services it already offers. Its recycling
bins out back, where people can sort their
paper, newsprint, hard plastics and bottles,

are already drawing about 100 per day. Its
hall is solidly booked with exercise classes,
after-school care, community dinners and
such private functions as wedding and retire-
ment banquets.

For input or more information, you can
call Kathryn or Jillian at Kits House at 736-
3588.

Kits House

Why the Alexandra Foundation?

Here briefly is the story of a service
to the citizens of Vancouver, stret-
ching over more than 80 years of this
city's short history.

In 1892 some public-spirited citi-
zens founded Alexandra Hospital for
Women and Children. When the city
took over the provision of hospital
services, our first building became
Alexandra Orphanage. Many men and
women are still grateful to those
kindly people who provided help when
it was most needed.

Ever since 1892, Neighbourhood
Services Association has grown with
Vancouver, changing and adapting its
services to meet changing social
needs in neighbourhoods throughout
the city. These services include spec-
ialized aid to children, families, el-
derly and lonely people.

Following is alist of the neighbour-
hoods served by Neighbourhood Ser-

vices Association:

in Kitsilano, on Seventh Avenue at
Vine Street “Kits House" is located in
the former Greek Orthodox Church
and Manse. A staff of qualified social
workers aided by volunteers provides
guidance, leadership and help to the
people of the neighbourhcod regard-
less of ethnic background, age, sex,
economic situation. In other words,
everyone finds friendship, help and
encouragement at the Neighbourhood
House and the surrounding neigh-
bourhood.

In the crowded West End on Davie
near Thurlow, and on Nelson near
Denman, Gordon Neighbourhood
House and Gordon House “People
Place” serve children, adults, senior
citizens and a large number of single
parent families. A whole generation
has benefited by the presence of this
agency.




Nearly 50,000 Visits to Kits House

Nearly 74,000 Volutoer hours = 7.7 Full tine staff

Revenue Community Investment

United Way Childcare 41.0%
Government Contracts 21.1% Community 14.2%
Foundation Grants 9.0% Family

Donations & Fundraising I Seniors 13.7%

[otal Kevenue 82,75 Mithion, Total Lxpenses 82.72 Mitlion

ANHBC started i 7894 i Litsitano,
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Thank you to everyone of our monthly and occasional donors. Every year many people give of
their time and financially to allow extra services to happen through Kits House. We work hard to help
build a better neighbourhood together with you. We are also thankful to the following corporate
donors who have helped by partnering with us in the work as well.

Daity five The Color of Kool Lstate Grants:
G&F Firanciad Growp Vanorty BC Government
Mierosoft Corporatin West Broaduay BIA City of Vancouver

[etus Corporation Whote. Foods Varoower Foudation
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