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Luisa Deziel is a natural community leader who is passionate about raising awareness and sharing
information about important issues affecting Westside neighbourhoods. She is a person with a
knack for seeing an issue or a problem, thinking about what could be done to address it, and then
acting upon a solution.
One of the ways Luisa builds community is through sharing resources, updates, recommendations,
and safety concerns through the Kitsilano Community Group.
She is also passionate about educating community on critical social justice issues and building
capacity of community members to take meaningful action for positive change in our
neighbourhood. She often shares resources and facilitates thought-provoking discussions on such
important (and challenging!) topics as Indigenous justice or LGBTQ+ allyship.
Kitsilano Community Face Book Group
Luisa is the founder and the key lead of the Kitsilano Community Facebook Group. The group was
organized in March 2021 as a platform to provide a welcoming and safe space for community
members to gift and exchange items, ask and offer help, request and receive recommendations, or
raise questions of neighbourhood concern.
Luisa intentionally cultivates this online community, which in only a few months reached over
2,100 members. Luisa is building community in positive ways, bridging the divides and building
consensus: she cultivates a respectful, welcoming environment by instituting and monitoring
community guidelines, addressing concerns or mediating conflicts with tact, respect and
diplomacy. She takes upon herself to share community resources and helpful neighbourhood
recommendations. Whenever neighbours have questions, needs, or concerns – they know that the
Kitsilano Community Group is where they can find the support.
During the 2021 summer heatwaves Luisa organized resource sharing and mutual support through
the Kitsilano Community Group Facebook page, helping community members keep each other
cool over the hottest days. By organizing a way for those who were able to spare a fan to lend to
those who were in desperate need, she was instrumental in ensuring those in need were safe.
www.facebook.com/groups/kitscommunitygroup/
Kitsilano Neighbourhood House Volunteer
Luisa onboarded as a Kits House volunteer in January 2021 during the COVID pandemic. She
quickly found her niche volunteering in the Frozen Meal Program, a program supporting the
community with food security issues during COVID.
It is oftentimes every day, routine, less visible actions that make the world of a difference in
communities. Every week, Luisa helped prepare up to 150 nutritious home-made meals for
members of our community experiencing acute food insecurity or unable to cook for themselves.
Neighbourhood Small Grant Project Leader | Kitsilano Community Food Pantry
When Luisa was volunteering at Kits House helping prepare frozen meals, she became aware that
food insecurity is a real issue in our Westside community, often wrongfully labelled as universally
affluent. That’s when she had an idea to build a Community Food Pantry, based on the principle of
take what you need – leave what you can.
“I bet amongst us all we have the tools and wherewithal to make this happen”.
She then set out to make it happen and put a call out to the community members to see who
would be interested in helping build the pantry and help maintain it. Luisa’s intentional community
engagement efforts helped spread awareness about the issue of food insecurity on the Westside
and motivated others to get involved. More than 20 community members jumped to help and her
idea took off!
Luisa secured permission from Kitsilano Neighbourhood House to build the pantry on their
property, then applied for and received a Neighbourhood Small Grant to help cover the
construction costs.
Luisa and her team are now working hard on sourcing materials and skills from within the
community for the Community Pantry Project which will be located on Vine Street.

Congratulations to Luisa on becoming the recipient of the 2021 Larry Hnetka
Community Builder Award!

